
Enter a world of bombings and kidnappings in this tense work about 
political violence.

To start you call a phone number that is marked on the wall. Choose 
whether you will be Ulrike or Eamon then hang up. Once you’re in 
position your phone rings: now you are the person you chose.

 As you hear about the progression into violence and death you stare 
at the everyday surroundings. Find a vantage point, linger near a 
doorway or to find a nearby bus shelter then use your keypad to 
make your choices.

You hear about TV appearances, the firebombing of a supermarket 
and the night that Benno was shot by a cop on a demonstration. Or, 
as Eamon, you reflect on getting beaten by soldiers as a teenager, 
the killing of Ivan Toombs and your rise to the ‘Nutting Squad’ in 
charge of internal security for the IRA.

As Eamon and Ulrike reach the climax of their political actions, you 
too must make a choice. Hang up now and walk away. Or stay on the 
line...

Ulrike And Eamon Compliant was originally comissioned for the 
Venice Biennale in 2009 and has toured to Media City Seoul, Politik 
in Freien Theatre Festival in Dresden, Nottingham European Arts and 
Theatre Festival, and Doc/Fest Sheffield. 

The real world biographies of Ulrike Meinhof (1934 - 1976) of the 

Red Army Faction and Eamon Collins (1954 - 1999) of the Irish 
Republican Army drive this searching engagement with political 
questions. What are our obligations to act on our political beliefs? 
And what are the consequences of taking those actions?

“To me it was the best work on show [in Venice] - not because it was 
using technology, just the opposite, because it was one of the works 
that did something to me.”
               

“What Blast Theory have done is create a wonderful alternate world 

for you to inhabit, the enveloping nature of the experience is packed 

tightly into the realization that these assumed characters, these 

outside people are real people in real situations based on the past 

but still grounded in our present.”

Richard Dawson, In Place of the Light Blog

(on Ulrike And Eamon Compliant)

About the work

DIAL ULRIKE AND EAMON COMPLIANT 

Audience comments 



Tour requirements

Size of company
1 artist on the road.

Scale of venue
The set/installation for Dial Ulrike And Eamon Compliant requires the 
printing and installation of an A0 poster at an agreed public location 
(or locations) in the city.  

Session times
The show runs for 24 hours a day, anywhere, for between 3 days 
and 3 months depending on the context of the event. Audience 
capacity is a maximum of 10 simultaneous callers at a time. 
Increased numbers can be supported in agreement with the artists.

Site Visit
1 member of Blast Theory for 1-2 days, to document routes for the 
walks. The site visit must be carried out at least 6 weeks prior to the 
start of the show.

Working with local performers
Hosts may be asked to work with Blast Theory to provide test 
participants before the work opens to the public.

Language
This work is written and performed in English. Please discuss 
bilingual and translation options with the company.  

Participation and Ticketing
Audience members use their own mobile phones to take part. No 
booking is required to take part and it is free to participate in apart 
from the costs for calls.

Dial Ulrike And Eamon Compliant is recommended for 16 years and 
over.

Call Costs 
Each visitor incurs costs for outgoing calls. The cost per user can be 
included in the overall fee or can be covered by the host. Generally 
this cost is between £2-£3 per audience member. Audience 
members are charged for any calls they make at their standard 
network rate.

 

Availability
Ongoing. 

Artists’ presentations and workshops
The artists are available to provide talks, presentations and 
workshops. Please discuss options with the company. 

Previewing the work

A DVD and book of Ulrike And Eamon Compliant are available on 
request from Blast Theory. Further information and videos are also 
available here:
	 •	http://www.blasttheory.co.uk/projects/dial-ulrike-and-
eamon-compliant/

Contact

Dan Lamont, Administrator
Tel: +44 (0)1273 413 455     
Email: dan@blasttheory.co.uk 

Blast Theory
Unit 5, 20 Wellington Road
Portslade, Brighton, UK, BN41 1DN
Tel & Fax: +44 (0)1273 413 455
Skype: blasttheory     Twitter: @blasttheory
Facebook: www.facebook.com/blasttheory

www.blasttheory.co.uk

Credits

A version of this work – Ulrike And Eamon Compliant – premiered at 
the Venice Biennale in 2009 and has since toured internationally. 
The world premiere of Dial Ulrike and Eamon Compliant was at 
Frequency Digital Culture Festival in Lincoln in 2013. 


