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Kidnapped! A two-day
break with a difference

IT'S a sunny July morning.
gnu re walking down the High

when you get the feeling
you're being watched.

Suddenly an unmarked Transit van
pulls up and vou feel a tug on your
arm, Two burly figures appear from
nowhere and the door snaps shut,
You realise you've been

Don't try and act surprised, after all it's
what yau paic for,

“Kidnap™ I the brainchild of Matt
ml;s. director of London theatre: group

| fn July 15 two of the 200 Mancunians
tho d ard paid £10 to the group
be - enatched and held jor 48 ¥

heir will”™ in a secret Tocation.

* Kidrupped: The Tucky” victim wil be bundied off by IS o her Captors,

iind the heavily-armed Amazon

For an txtra £1 were DY Edward Swinden  women who have become my
ahile to opt t be kept ar ravmrs beetnetlx’ grow. As
receivo verbal abuse from the 1y Iifestyles loking for the g i, EOUEr 8

for £, nir‘gmk chence to get away rateful srorld.

A whole host of other ¥arls- from bt all. "“They roquested Another applicant asked to
tlons: were offered, ranging thin nitsoramas D€ Neld naked by men dre
o becltime storiea 1o KIGRAP- — sage o relax in Nazi uniform,

A ot of uppl:camm& suid
soem to be from people wi thon,

Sarah said: “They have as
much chance of being picked

tasies o explore.
Surah said: “One request a5 anyone. If they are chosen
explained exactly how the vie- the kidnappers will snsure that
r Sarah O'Brien fim wanted the kidnap togo. It they fulfil the victim's request i

in évery detadl
i Because of the pitfalls such a

promise could mvalve, o eam
of lawyers spent three weeks
trying to. ensure thc kidnap
vema tne safe and

And  Greator mmmm
Folice will make sure the
abduction goes smoathly.

Surah sald: “There's the pos-
sibility that o passer-by might
try and save tho victim and
knife ane of the kKidnappers.”
Ten potential kidnap vie-
ms, picked at random, will be
kept under survelllance for a
fortnlght before the event.
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VICTIMS VOLUNTEER FOR TERROR ON WEB SITE

BY DEEORAH HAILE

A TEAM of Kidnappers
will take two people
hostage tomorrow.

The victims will be seized and
held in a secret location for 46
hours, during which they could
be interrogated and verbally
abused.

And the whole event will be
carried live on a web site.

Kidnap is an arts event, part of
Manchester's Digital Summer '98
celebrations.

It has already been attacked by
charities such as the Suzy
Lamplugh Trust and the Missing
Persons Helpline for glamorising
the act but event organisers Blast
Theory say it is perfectly safe.

Ten volunteers, ranging from
shop workers to investment
managers, were tracked by a
Blast Theory team before the
final victims were chosen.

“From the Kind of entrants’
forms we received, one of the
biggest reasons for entering was
to do something that was a bit
unknown and sign up for
something that you didn't know
what the outcome was,” said
Matt Adams from Blast Theory.

“For some people, kidnapping
was a fantasy. Organisation has
been ridiculously complicated
and my respect for kidnappers
has now grown. We have been
working on the project for 18

Net closes on

kidnapping as

drama unfold:

months. It's been a really lengthy
and detailed process.

*“It took us nine months just to
sort out the legal implications.

“The main issue was consent —
and whether you can legally
consent to have something illegal
done against you. .

“In English Law, consent may
not be an adequate defence.

“Rut the legal advice we have
received is that a kidnap with _
consent is not a kidnap so it's not

a crime.” The two victims, who
will be seized tomorrow, will be
monitored round-the-clock by a
psychologist to ensure they don't
suffer any negative effects. They
can stop the kidnapping at any
time by glving a special
password.

And they can even choose the
kind of kidnapping they fancy —
tough interrogation or a kindly
kidnap with continental
breakfast and a massage. The 48-

hour event will be shown live on
a web site —
www.newmediacentre.com/
kidnap — that has been =+
sponsored by Digital Summer '98,

The site can be accessed by
visitors to The Green Room on
Whitworth Sreet, Manchester,

Tamsin Drury, arts events co-
ordinator for Digital Summer '98,
said: “Tt's certainly cne of the
most unusual and thought-
provoking events.”
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Close
call for
kidnap
hopeful

kidnapped the other day.
The person, who

remains anonymous,
paid £10 for the once in
a lifetime chance to
emulate Patty Hearst
and be held hostage by
hooded men, all the time
being broadcast live
worldwide on the Net.
Out of around 100

people who also put
their names forward he
or she made the shortlist
of 10 but unfortunately
after a week of being
under surveillance
missed out on the final

bduction. That dubi
pleasure went to a bloke
and a girl from the -

south. -

It was all part of an
arts scam by
performance group Blast
Theory who, in
conjunction with Digital
Summer at the Green
Room in Manchester, the
ICA in London and
Firetrap clothes, cooked
up the idea. And they
weren't short of potential
kidnapees.

“People have a desire
to step into the
unknown," says Blast
Theory's agent
P teur Matt Ad
Kidnapees could choose
a varlety of specials,
ranging from a hot bath
and massage, to being
kept naked.

The pair will be
released tonight after
two days before the
world's media at the ICA,
leaving one Mancunian
rueing what might have
been. What can you say
- better luck next time?
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