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Using Your Phone to Participate in Movies

BY KAT ASHARYA | FRI JAN 21, 2011 2:01 PM

undance Film Festival is spotlighting a film with a mobile twist -- theater-

goers can actually participate in the movie, using their smartphones to

navigate through heist scenes that takes place throughout various locations in the

city.

U.K.-based art collective Blast Theory, which designed the

location-based app for the movie, "A Machine to See With,"

said players register online and enter their mobile phone

number to receive directions to a designated street corner.

When they arrive, their phones will ring, giving them

messages that lead them -- as protagonists -- through the

city and into a heist, where they must deal with a bank

robbery and its aftermath.

Along the way, they must deal with other players, watch out

for traps and make ethical decisions that help determine the

course of the experience.

"The work mixes thriller cliches with the reality of the urban

environment and explores the tyranny of choice and the

financial crisis," the company said in a statement. "A Machine

to See With" will run throughout the course of the festival,

slated for January 20 through 30 and taking place in Park

City, Utah.

Blast Theory's work is part of a larger "New Frontiers" program at Sundance,

which spotlights cutting-edge intersection of film and mobile technologies to create

art and entertainment. New Frontiers also features "Pandemic 1.0," another

Subscribe to Our Feed

Sign up for a roundup of the

day's top stories.

Recent activity

Spam Text Blows Up Moscow
Terrorist
342 people shared this.

IPhone Owner Sues Apple Over
Broken Glass
69 people shared this.

Android Passes Symbian, Becomes
World's Top Smartphone Platform
35 people shared this.

AT&T Loses Momentum As Verizon
Gears Up
27 people shared this.

T-Mobile Introduces the Samsung
Galaxy 4G
11 people shared this.

AT&T to Release HTC Inspire 4G on
February 13 for $100
16 people shared this.

More Children Playing "Angry Birds"
Than Learning to Tie Shoes
91 people shared this.

Internet is Running Out of Addresses
12 people shared this.

Pope Warns Against Dangers of
Facebook, Twitter

MOBILE APPS TABLETS INTERNET TV   

6KLike

NEWS REVIEWS SPECS RECEPTION RADIATION FORUMS

APPLE ANDROID IPHONE IPAD 4G WINDOWS

 Search

Ads by Google Film Festival Mobile Business Tracking Mobile Prepaid Mobile

http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81360.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81338.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81314.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81313.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81298.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3aa3/0/0/%2a/s;44306;0-0;0;45793922;2-120/90;0/0/0;u=,ns-32176365_1296730488,112c14bf9281431,cmobandroa,ns.cmobandroa_l;~okv=;net=ns;u=,ns-32176365_1296730488,112c14bf9281431,cmobandroa,ns.cmobandroa_l;;ppos=ATF;kw=;tile=3;sz=120x90;net=ns;env=ifr;ord1=170754;contx=cmobandroa;dc=w;btg=ns.cmobandroa_l;~aopt=2/1/5a/1;~sscs=%3f
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80940.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81012.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81065.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81054.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81360.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81282.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80300.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81169.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80573.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80940.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81012.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81065.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81054.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81360.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81282.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80300.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/81169.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80573.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80508.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/rss/news/
http://www.facebook.com/mobiledia
http://twitter.com/mobiledia/
http://www.mobiledia.com/
http://www.appedia.com/
http://www.tabletedia.com/
http://www.itvedia.com/
http://www.mobiledia.com/
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/
http://www.mobiledia.com/reviews/
http://www.mobiledia.com/phones/
http://www.cellreception.com/
http://www.cellrisk.com/
http://forums.mobiledia.com/
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/apple/page1.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/topic/android/page1.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/topic/iphone/page1.html
http://www.tabletedia.com/news/topic/ipad/page1.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/topic/4g/page1.html
http://www.mobiledia.com/news/topic/windows/page1.html
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80508.html&hl=en&client=ca-pub-5164283703759084&adU=+&adT=Film&adU=++&adT=Festival&adU=+++&adT=Mobile+Business&adU=++++&adT=Tracking+Mobile&adU=+++++&adT=Prepaid+Mobile
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5164283703759084&output=html&h=15&slotname=1280861184&w=728&lmt=1703980800&flash=10.1.102&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobiledia.com%2Fnews%2F80508.html&dt=1296730482287&shv=r20101117&jsv=r20110120&saldr=1&correlator=1296730482457&frm=0&adk=1319220443&ga_vid=367846963.1295656239&ga_sid=1296730480&ga_hid=1304673660&ga_fc=1&u_tz=0&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=675&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=102&biw=1280&bih=587&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=448&xpc=o4AEdYIkyW&p=http%3A//www.mobiledia.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=728&format=fp_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBNSolzAAariQp8E0Nm5lD5EgRGaWxtGgjo3GSw9FB6nCgBUhMIxJLBvunrpgIVyxB8Ch30HW3y&hl=en&kw0=Film&kw1=Festival&kw2=Mobile+Business&kw3=Tracking+Mobile&kw4=Prepaid+Mobile&okw=Film
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5164283703759084&output=html&h=15&slotname=1280861184&w=728&lmt=1703980800&flash=10.1.102&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobiledia.com%2Fnews%2F80508.html&dt=1296730482287&shv=r20101117&jsv=r20110120&saldr=1&correlator=1296730482457&frm=0&adk=1319220443&ga_vid=367846963.1295656239&ga_sid=1296730480&ga_hid=1304673660&ga_fc=1&u_tz=0&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=675&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=102&biw=1280&bih=587&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=448&xpc=o4AEdYIkyW&p=http%3A//www.mobiledia.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=728&format=fp_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBNSolzAAarkgp8E0Nm5lD5EghGZXN0aXZhbBoIoyGD8KuEG7MoAVITCMSSwb7p66YCFcsQfAod9B1t8g&hl=en&kw0=Film&kw1=Festival&kw2=Mobile+Business&kw3=Tracking+Mobile&kw4=Prepaid+Mobile&okw=Festival
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5164283703759084&output=html&h=15&slotname=1280861184&w=728&lmt=1703980800&flash=10.1.102&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobiledia.com%2Fnews%2F80508.html&dt=1296730482287&shv=r20101117&jsv=r20110120&saldr=1&correlator=1296730482457&frm=0&adk=1319220443&ga_vid=367846963.1295656239&ga_sid=1296730480&ga_hid=1304673660&ga_fc=1&u_tz=0&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=675&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=102&biw=1280&bih=587&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=448&xpc=o4AEdYIkyW&p=http%3A//www.mobiledia.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=728&format=fp_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBNSolzAAarlQp8E0Nm5lD5Eg9Nb2JpbGUgQnVzaW5lc3MaCAz54kNiQfnOKAFSEwjEksG-6eumAhXLEHwKHfQdbfI&hl=en&kw0=Film&kw1=Festival&kw2=Mobile+Business&kw3=Tracking+Mobile&kw4=Prepaid+Mobile&okw=Mobile+Business
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5164283703759084&output=html&h=15&slotname=1280861184&w=728&lmt=1703980800&flash=10.1.102&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobiledia.com%2Fnews%2F80508.html&dt=1296730482287&shv=r20101117&jsv=r20110120&saldr=1&correlator=1296730482457&frm=0&adk=1319220443&ga_vid=367846963.1295656239&ga_sid=1296730480&ga_hid=1304673660&ga_fc=1&u_tz=0&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=675&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=102&biw=1280&bih=587&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=448&xpc=o4AEdYIkyW&p=http%3A//www.mobiledia.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=728&format=fp_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBNSolzAAarmAp8E0Nm5lD5Eg9UcmFja2luZyBNb2JpbGUaCMGXqLFWLHJ2KAFSEwjEksG-6eumAhXLEHwKHfQdbfI&hl=en&kw0=Film&kw1=Festival&kw2=Mobile+Business&kw3=Tracking+Mobile&kw4=Prepaid+Mobile&okw=Tracking+Mobile
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5164283703759084&output=html&h=15&slotname=1280861184&w=728&lmt=1703980800&flash=10.1.102&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobiledia.com%2Fnews%2F80508.html&dt=1296730482287&shv=r20101117&jsv=r20110120&saldr=1&correlator=1296730482457&frm=0&adk=1319220443&ga_vid=367846963.1295656239&ga_sid=1296730480&ga_hid=1304673660&ga_fc=1&u_tz=0&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=675&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=11&u_nmime=102&biw=1280&bih=587&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=448&xpc=o4AEdYIkyW&p=http%3A//www.mobiledia.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=728&format=fp_al_lp&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al_s&rt=ChBNSolzAAarmwp8E0Nm5lD5Eg5QcmVwYWlkIE1vYmlsZRoIc_VC1AceJVcoAVITCMSSwb7p66YCFcsQfAod9B1t8g&hl=en&kw0=Film&kw1=Festival&kw2=Mobile+Business&kw3=Tracking+Mobile&kw4=Prepaid+Mobile&okw=Prepaid+Mobile


03/02/2011 10:57Using Your Phone to Participate in Movies - Mobiledia

Page 2 of 3http://www.mobiledia.com/news/80508.html

2Like

6Like

8Like

3Like

entertainment experience that blends film and smartphones to immerse players in

a story about a mysterious virus that begins to affect the adults in a small rural

town in a quest for survival.

"As filmmaking rapidly evolves through the creative marriage of technology and

storytelling, New Frontiers opens a window into the future," said Robert Redford,

founder and president of the Sundance Institute, which organizes the film festval.

"It's a thrill for me to provide these unique artists with a new platform, a

departure from their traditional art venues, and to watch Festival audiences

challenge their preconceived notions about visual expression."

Explorations of technology and cinematic entertainment have emerged as a

priority for film festivals as technologies like geolocation services and multimedia

smartphones rise in usage, expanding the possibilities of entertainment.
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