Operation Black Antler review at the Brighton THE STAGE

Festival - ‘politically charged’ =

A scene from Operation Black Antler

Despite calls for cancellation and boycott due to badly-worded marketing copy,
Operation Black Antler, this politically charged collaboration between Blast Theory and
Hydrocracker is one of the more thoughtful and sensitive examples of immersive theatre.
By planting its audiences as undercover agents attempting to infiltrate a party in a pub, it
reflects on the rise of far right groups in the UK and the tactics that police employ to
bring them down.

Production information

Operation Black Antler

The grounded, realistic scenario into which audience members are immersed is well- Secret location

judged: this isn't some secret, high tech band of super villains; it's misguided and

Brighton
frustrated people in a pub in Brighton.

May 7, 2016
For a lot of the time, it simply involves standing around with a drink and chatting to the May 28, 2016

performers. A uniformly excellent cast means that it's aimost impossible to tell who'’s an
actor and who's not. All are replete with backstory and well equipped to deal with chatty, Press night May 7, 2016
probing audience members.

Matt Adams, Jem Wall,
Richard Hahlo, Ju Row

The show rewards participants for their commitment, for saying whatever’s necessary to Farr, Nick Tandavanij

gain the characters’ trust. It knows its likely liberal audience, pitching its characters as
variants on bigotry, some chatting about lockdowns of borders, some insisting on
‘intearation rather than occupation’.

Matt Adams, Jem Wall,
Richard Hahlo, Ju Row
Farr, Nick Tandavanitj
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Hahlo, Sarah-Jayne
Butler

Hydrocracker and Blast
Theory

Running time 41
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